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Spokespersons for the New York-based humanitarian agency CARE say the threat of famine in Haiti
may soon provoke a new wave of refugees seeking to escape to the US by boat. Widespread hunger
has been chronic for nearly a decade in the island's dry, deforested northwestern regions. But a
34- nation economic embargo imposed following a coup d'etat in September 1991 has substantially
worsened food shortages, as farmers are unable to buy fertilizers or spare parts, nor run water
pumps to irrigate their crops due to electricity blackouts. Local CARE director Pierre-Richard Sam
told the Associated Press that the organization now feeds 304,000 people per day about 5% of Haiti's
population under a program financed by the US Agency for International Development (USAID).
Despite the CARE program, about 50 people have died from starvation in recent months, and now,
with the winter dry season, famine has become a realistic threat in some regions of the island. As
hunger spreads, CARE representatives and US officials fear a new refugee exodus will begin. Since
the 1991 military coup, the US Coast Guard has intercepted more than 38,000 Haitian boat people
at sea. "Even with free food distribution, boat people keep on leaving," said Sam. "The prospect of
famine pushes people to take to the sea, not just hunger as such." Moreover, a general belief that US
president-elect Bill Clinton's administration will take a softer stand on Haitian refugees is expected
to increase the number of asylum seekers. As a result, at the end of November, US Rep. Robert
Torricelli (D-NJ) publicly appealed for more US relief funds for Haiti to avert a new refugee exodus.
(Source: Associated Press, 11/21/92)
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